In the course of the following day the uterus relapsed into a state of inertia . the patient walked about the room; she was placed on the side, back, and knees, alternately; and a dose of ergot and borax was given, which-brought on a few mild pains. During one of these the membranes ruptured; but the pains again recurred, at long intervals, and she slept.
16th.?The head has descended partially through the brim. A certain period, at the end of which the birth should take place, is defined in books ; but here books are of no avail, and the most useful of all guides must be relied upon, viz., common sense.
Labour, in an old primipara, would obviously be more protracted than in a young one, and rigidity and dryness of soft parts would supervene more readily. In the anxiety to deliver and to relieve the poor creature from her lengthened suffering,, frequent examination would naturally be made, and the opportunity earnestly sought for to apply the forceps. But nature resists and becomes irritable. The passage becomes hot, dry, and apparently contracted. Nature is all-powerful, and must not be interfered with. She needs no assistance, beyond a little support, at present. This is seen in the powerful con-. stitution, the strong pulse, the coolness of surface, and in the self-confidence of the patient. The climacteric period moreover' is approaching, and time is required to overcome the impedimenta, of this period. 
